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Kings Park Arbor Team visit the 

Balingup Golden Valley Tree Park and 

conduct community forum 

 

Amanda Shade A/Senior Curator (L),  Daniel Sutherland, 

Tree Surgery Coordinator (C), and Chelsea Payne, 

Curator of Arboriculture (R) at work 

 

Following a familiarisation visit to the Park on 15 July 

2021, the Kings Park Arbor Team presented to an 

appreciative community audience of 35 people in the 

Balingup Recreational Centre on Friday 16 July. 

In managing over five million visitors to Kings Park 

each year, top of mind is the quality of visitor 

experience, visitor safety and the health of the 

botanical collections. 

The Team outlined how the use of specific software 

systems are used to monitor the Park’s biological 

collections with GPS positioning providing essential 

health and size information on every significant tree. 

Kings Park also uses an internationally-developed 

system known as Quantified Tree Risk Assessment 

(QTRA)  that enables Kings Park to manage the risk in 

accordance with widely-applied and internationally 

recognised levels of risk tolerance.  

QTRA considers the balance between the benefits 

provided by trees, the levels of risk they pose and the 

costs of risk management. 

The visit by the Arbor Team followed the visit by Alan 

Barrett, Executive Director BGPA, to Balingup on 22 

May 2021 that marked the beginning of a range of 

collaborations between Kings Park and the Balingup 

Golden Valley Tree Park. 

These include applications of conservation science, 

community engagement and recreation and tourism 

promotion. 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

That the  Golden Valley Tree Park is 

not only a place of great beauty, 

tranquillity and rejuvenation – but is 

also of significance to the present 

and future sustainability of Balingup 

and the broader region? 

Visitations to Golden Valley Tree Park increased by 

over 15,000 to 78,005 in the 2020-21 financial year, 

compared with the previous year.  Park visitors 

make a substantial contribution to the local 

economy. 

The South West Development Commission has 

modelled the tourism impact attributable to Park 

visitations. The REMPLAN economic model 

incorporates factors such as average daily 

expenditure, payment for overnight 

accommodation, food and beverages, retail sales, 

etc., and how these contribute to local 

employment and wages.  

The combined local economic impact of Park 

visitations is estimated to exceed $11 million per 

year. 

Electronic versions of the REMPLAN report are 

available by sending a request to 

secretary.gvtp@gmail.com 

 

Conservation Science and Adaption 

to Climate Change 

As the State’s most significant botanical collection 

outside the Metropolitan area and with the largest 

collection of rare ex-situ South Western Australian 

native trees, the Park plays an important role in 

conservation science, with insights about how our 

forests might adapt to climate change. 

Our successful long-term partnership with DBCA, 

other major Parks and the university and TAFE 

sectors are set to take on even greater 

significance in the move towards class A reserve 

status. 

mailto:secretary.gvtp@gmail.com


 

  

 

 

 

  

Task Two: Bridal Creeper control  

 

Mina Brown (Bunbury-based volunteer) and 

Larraine Anderson (Donnybrook-based 

volunteer) prepare rust spore solution 

Declared Western Australian pest Bridal Creeper 

(Asparagus asparagoides) is infesting the entrance  

of the Australian precinct.   

 

 

 

 

 

Australian Collection Busy Bee Report 

Since the Park’s foundation, Busy Bees have been an 

important and central element in maintaining its 

unique standing as a community-developed 

Arboretum. 

In August, local community members addressed a 

number of Park conservation issues, including 

biological approaches to invasive weed control, 

maintenance of rare species collections, and 

information about community tree sponsorship.    

The priorities and approaches were guided by Laurent 

Marsol, Curator of the Australian Collection. GVTP 

Secretary, Laurie Capill, coordinated the tasks and 

made sure materials and tools needed were 

available.  Paul Davis (CFO/Captain Balingup Bush Fire 

Brigade) also provided equipment and back up.   

A big thank you to all volunteers. 

 

 

Task One: Removal of Acacia seedlings  

The busy bee provided a good opportunity to explore 

the rate and effectiveness of an environmentally 

benign weed-control method - hand-pulling acacia 

seedlings (A. saligna, A. implexa,  

A. podylarifolia, A. elata). 

A patch of young acacias immediately south of the 

Australian Collection entrance was removed, tidying 

up the area with instant effect. In the coming year, 

regrowth will be monitored, and the method applied in 

other parts of the Australian Collection. 

Task Three: Maintenance of rare Euc. 

relicta plantings 

Euc. relicta is a small, rare tree, naturally found in 

the Whicher Range near Busselton, on the upper 

slopes of vallies on sandy loam to clay loam soils. 

These ex-situ plantings, provided by Geographe 

Landcare Nursery, on the upper ridge of the 

Australian Collection are thriving. 

Damien Cameron (Balingup community volunteer) 

and Laurent Marsol assessed maintenance needs 

and repaired tree guards or removed those no 

longer needed. 

 

Laurent Marsol and Logan Anderson (Donnybrook-based 

volunteer) hand-pulling Acacia seedlings 

 

 

Fortunately, the wet weather 

is conducive to the 

development of the bridal 

creeper rust (Puccinia 

myrsiphylli), which is well 

established in this area. 

The busy bee provided an 

opportunity to demonstrate 

to interested volunteers how 

to spread the bridal creeper 

rust. Rust-infested creeper is 

rinsed in rainwater and the 

spores distributed to 

uninfested patches using 

watering cans or backpack 

sprayer. 



 

 

Task Four:  Installation of latest tree 

sponsorship plaques:   

For the Ancestors 

For the Survivors 

For the Future 

The thought that sponors of trees put into expressing 

their love of the Park is evident in the sponsorship of 

three magnificent specimens of Yellow Stringybarks 

(Euc. muelleriana) located at the entrance to the 

Australian Collection. 

 

During the Busy Bee, Ania Boltuc (Tree Sponsorship 

Coordinator) and Robin Wright (community 

volunteer) installed three plaques in front of the 

Stringybarks. 

           

For the Ancestors 

 

Celebration and Reflection on the 

Morning’s Work 

No Busy Bee is complete without the 

famous Volunteers’ morning tea. 

 

Andrew Thamo provided extra atmosphere by 

setting up a campfire.  Andrew (L) in 

conversation with Laurent Marsol (C) and Laurie 

Capill, while Paul Davis  continues to clean up 

and burn off. 

Thanks to Tom Benson for the provision of a big 

pot of pumpkin soup, Jan Helsham (pictured 

below R) and Ania Boltuc for muffins, cakes from 

Mina Brown (L) and Lorraine Anderson  (C) and 

sandwiches from Louise Hodge. Damien 

Cameron and Logan Anderson also pictured.

 

The ‘We Can Do A Lot With A Little’ Campaign 

Contributing to the conservation efforts in the 

Park has never been easier.  Supporters can 

now make on-line, tax-deductible donations 

(all donations over $2.00) via the Golden Valley 

Tree Park Conservation Appeal (National Trust 

of Western Australia). 

Donate via the following link:  

https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/services/golde

n-valley-tree-park-balingup/ 

The Management Committee is putting the final 

touches to an awareness-raising campaign.  

 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/services/golden-valley-tree-park-balingup/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/services/golden-valley-tree-park-balingup/

